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SUBJECT: PRIMIN ON LARNACA INCIDENT 

REF: CAIRO 5537 

1 . I TALKED LAST NIGHT WITH PRIMIN MAMDUH SALEM ABOUT 
LARNACA INCIDENT. HE WAS BITTER ABOUT CYPRIOT GOVT'S 
REACTION. HE INSISTED THAT ADEQUATE ADVANCE WARNING HAD 
BEEN GIVEN TO THE CYPRIOT AUTHORITIES THAT A COMMANDO 
FORCE WOULD BE ABOARD THE EGYPTIAN C-130. IN THE ABSENCE 

OF KYPRIANOU, HE HAD PERSONALLY TELEPHONED SOMEONE NAMED 
STAVROS TO INFORM HIM THAT GOE WAS SENDING A TEAM TO 
ASSIST IN APPREHENDING THE TWO TERRORISTS. ASKED IF HE 
HAD SPECIFIED THAT THE TEAM CONSISTED OF COMMANDOS, 

SALEM ACKNOWLEDGED THAT HE HAD NOT DONE SO. HE HAD CALLED 
ON AN OPEN LINE AND HIS COMMENTS TO STAVROS HAD BEEN IN 
"CODE." HE WAS SURE, NEVERTHELESS, THAT STAVROS UNDER- 
STOOD WHAT WAS INTENDED. 

2. EGYPTIAN ACTION IN SENDING COMMANDOS, SALEM STATED 
EMPHATICALLY, HAD BEEN IN THE CONTEXT OF DOING EVERY 
THING POSSIBLE AND NECESSARY TO STOP INTERNATIONAL 
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TERRORISM. THIS IS AN INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNIZED 
RESPONSIBILITY AND SALEM SAID HE COULD NOT UNDERSTAND 
THE UNWILLINGNESS OF THE CYPRIOT AUTHORITIES TO DO THEIR 
PART. KYPRIANOU AND LYSSARIDES HAD APPARENTLY BEEN 
WILLING TO STRIKE A BARGAIN WITH THE TERRORISTS 
AND ALLOW THE TWO PALESTINIANS TO GET OFF SCOT-FREE. 

THIS IS UNACCEPTABLE TO EGYPT AND ACTING FONMIN GHALI 
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HAD, ON INSTRUCTIONS, MADE THIS POINT CRYSTAL CLEAR TO 
THE CYPRIOT AUTHORITIES. SALEM PROFESSED TO BE CONVINCED 
THAT HAD IT NOT BEEN FOR THE EGYPTIAN ACTION, THE CYPRIOTS 
WOULD NOT HAVE JAILED AND ARRAIGNED THE TWO TERRORISTS. 
EGYPT IS DEMANDING THEIR EXTRADITION SO THEY CAN BE TRIED 
HERE FOR THE MURDER OF YUSEF SIBAI. THE CYPRIOT AUTHOR- 
ITIES ARE CLAIMING THE CASE IS SUB-JUDICE, HENCE EXTRA- 
DITION IS NOT POSSIBLE. GOE HAD ALSO MADE CLEAR TO THE 
CYPRIOT AUTHORITIES THAT FUTURE EGYPTIAN/CYPRIOT RELATIONS 
DEPEND UPON A SATISFACTORY RESOLUTION OF THIS ISSUE. 

3. IN THE MEANTIME, ON ORDERS OF SADAT, THE EGYPTIAN 
AMBASSADOR TO CYPRUS AND THE EGYPTIAN TRADE MISSION IN 
THAT COUNTRY HAVE BEEN WITHDRAWN. THE CYPRIOT AMBASSADOR 
IN CAIRO IS ALSO RETURNING HOME. ASKED IF THIS WAS 
INTENDED TO MEAN THAT RELATIONS HAVE BEEN SEVERED, AS 
SOME EGYPTIAN NEWSPAPERS HAVE SUGGESTED, SALEM SAID NO. 
WHETHER OR NOT RELATIONS ARE ULTIMATELY SEVERED WILL 
DEPEND ON THE CYPRIOT RESPONSE. 

4. SOMEWHAT RUEFULLY, SALEM RECALLED THAT GOE HAS 
CONSISTENTLY SUPPORTED THE GOVT OF CYPRUS IN ITS 
DIFFICULTIES WITH THE TURKS. THIS LATEST CYPRIOT 
ACTION WAS HARDLY CONSISTENT WITH THE STATE OF GOOD 
RELATIONS WHICH HAS SO LONG EXISTED BETWEEN THE 
TWO COUNTRIES. GOE WILL HAVE TO REVIEW ITS POLICY 
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TOWARD CYPRUS. WHILE SALEM DID NOT SPECIFICALLY SAY SO, 
IMPLICATION WAS THAT GOE MIGHT BE DISPOSED TO SHIFT ITS 
SUPPORT FROM CYPRIOTS TO TURKS. 

5. COMMENT: SALEM GAVE NO SUGGESTION THAT GOE MAY HAVE 
HANDLED THE DISPATCH OF COMMANDOS TO LARNACA CLUMSILY. 

HIS WHOLE THESIS WAS THAT CYPRUS, NO LESS THAN EGYPT, 

HAS A DUTY TO SUPPRESS INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM AND 
THAT CYPRIOT AUTHORITIES HAD SHAMEFULLY EVADED THEIR 
RESPONSIBILITY AND STABBED EGYPT IN THE BACK. EILTS 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ARMED FORCES, AIRCRAFT HIJACKING, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS, GOVERNMENT REACTIONS, MILITARY EXERCISES, 
TERRORISTS, HOSTAGES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 22 feb 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978CAIRO05678 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780079-1151 
Format: TEL 
From: CAIRO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780230/aaaaaytg.tel 

Line Count: 104 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 37bdb7d2-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 CAIRO 5537 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 03 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3528971 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRIMIN ON LARNACA INCIDENT 

TAGS: PINS, EG, CY, (SALIM, MAMDUH MUHAMMAD) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/37bdb7d2-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 201 4 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



